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The Palouse and Nezperce Prairies Soil Quality Indicator Card
Instructions:  Fill out the field information below. Draw a rough map of the field so that you can mark special areas for further
attention. Use the worksheet on the reverse side to guide in your assessment of the soil quality in this field. Note the best time for
making each assessment.  A  shovel  and tape measure will be useful in making some of the assessments.  Check the appropriate
rating or insert a score and note any observations that might help interpret the results.  If you have other  indicators, be sure to
include them.  Evaluate the ratings for each indicator based on the properties of the soil from the soil survey and the management
information below.  Determine where changes can be made to improve your soil management.  A  recommended use of this
worksheet is to periodically assess soil quality in your fields to determine if conditions are dramatically changing and to adjust
management accordingly.

Credits:  Developed by the Nez Perce Soil Conservation District, USDA-NRCS, University of Idaho, Pacific Northwest Direct Seed Association, and with farmers and
agribusinesses across Northern Idaho and Washington.  This project was funded by a grant through Sustainable Agricultural Research Education (SARE)

    Field Map (Mark areas for special attention)

Date ______________________________________
Field ID (name) ____________________________
Acres _____________________________________
Current Crop ______________________________
Growth Stage ______________________________
Cover Crop ________________________________
Tillage ____________________________________
Fertilizer Application _______________________
Estimated Yield ____________________________
Observations/Notes/Recommendations _______
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Completed By _____________________________
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